U.S.
FIse & WL e { Field Code Changed

United States Depar:[ment of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE \,,“Mﬁcj
Mountain-Prairie Region

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/R6//DCN-062598 MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
Post Office Box 25486 134 Union Boulevard
Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

It’s always “The Honorable” 1 Formatted: Font color: Red
. . A A —J | Formatted: Font: Bold, Font color: Custom
The Zonorable SeottFiptonRaul M. Grijalva Color(RGB(0,204,0))

Committee on Natu ral Resources éll Longressmnal letters must be routed through External Affairs.
House of Representatives

Formatted: Font: 16 pt, Bold, Font color:
Custom Color(RGB(0,204,0))

,218 Cannon House Office Building \\*1 Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Washington, D.C. 20515 Jf the incoming is addressed to someone other - -
g than the person signing the response, you Formatted: Font: 11 pt
A chn Ud awvnlat h

TOtHEEXP

Formatted: Font: 9 pt

Formatted: Font: 9 pt

DBear Representative FiptonGrijalva:

\ Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font color: Red

| Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Thank you for your Ietter of Mareh-+4June 7, 2016, concernrng a—pregrammaﬂebrelegwal—epwen—els@}

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 9 pt, Font color: Red

L Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Pregram)the proposed {ure To GeTist grizzly bears in the Greater Y ellowstone ECOSYSt m(GYE) Director

Ashe requested that | respond to your inquiry. _Specifically, your letter encouraged the U.S. Fish and Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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Wildlife Service (Service) not to publish a final rule to delist the GYE grizzly bear until federal land
managers and state wildlife officials have plans in place that exhibit adequate regulatory mechanisms to
conserve grizzly bear habitat, allow for connectivity between the GYE and other populations, and I|m|t
mortality to sustainable levels-iriti

manner-possible.

As stated in the Fhre-proposed rule to delist the GYE population of grizzly bears, statesthatthe revised state
plans will be made available for public review and comment. We intend to fully evaluate all aspects of the
plans, including whether they effectively provide for the conservation of grizzly bears and their habitat,
prior to and-finalized priorte-a final determination on the proposed delisting rule. Sustainable mortality
limits are addressed in the proposed rule and are part of the requirements for the states to adopt in their
management plans and regulations prior to the Service issuing a final rule. Grizzly bears outside of the
GYE area delineated in the proposed rule, including areas that provide potential connectivity to other
populations, would remain listed should we finalize the delisting of the GYE population. In addition, the
proposed rule states that the Forest Service and National Park Service will incorporate the habitat standards
and criteria into their Forest Plans and National Park management plans and/or Superintendent’s compendia
prior to the issuance of a final rule.
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